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the local bodies which Richelieu suppressed, or the
superintendents whom he created, began their de-
velopment during his administration, The title of
Father of the French Press is given to Theophraste
Renaudot, a physician, who, in 1631, began the
publication of the Gazette, the first French journal
which deserved to be called a newspaper. The
Gazette did not, indeed, bear any close resemblance
to the modern newspaper. The first rude engine of
Stephenson was not so far removed from the modern
locomotive as was the paper of Renaudot from the
great sheets of to-day. It appeared but once a
week, with occasional extras, and consisted of four
pages about the size of an octavo volume. There
were, of course, no editorials; the press was under
rigorous supervision, and the editor who had as-
sumed to advise the Government or to criticise
Richelieu's policy would have exchanged his sanc-
tum for the Bastille; occasionally a few words of
discussion appeared, which were sure to contain
glowing references to the goodness of the King and
the wisdom of the Cardinal. Advertisements were
unknown; the art of advertising, which has attained
such great although not always such fair propor-
tions, did not exist. The tradesman was content to
keep his regular patrons, and did not dream of
bringing his wares to the attention of the commun-
ity by encomiums upon them in the public press.
At that period no inventive genius had even im-
agined the advantages of alluring displays of articles
in the window, or of enticing suggestions on the
sign.St. Lawrence,
